194                              FETISH-MEN.

Little Cess, Grand Cess, Caraway, Cape Towri?
Cavally, Tabor, and Bassa. They are much more
numerous than the Kroomen, but neither Kroo-
men nor Fishmen have a united government; for
they have frequent wars amongst themselves;
Fishtown against Fishtown, and Krootown against
Krootown, but they both possess one great and
generous characteristic, that of never selling each
other for slaves on any pretence. This, in a
country where the slave-trade is so universal, may
be noted as a very extraordinary and remarkable
feature in their character.

When any person  dies in the Kroo,   or Fish
countries, unless the deceased may have expressed
a wish to the contrary, his friends apply to the
Fetish-men to know how he came by his death,
when   they  invariably  fix   on   some   obnoxious
character, either man or woman, as having been
the cause.    This person.is then compelled to drink
what they call  saucy-water, the infusion of  the
bark of a tree, well known for its deleterious qua-
lities.    Of this preparation they are obliged to
take three heavy draughts of about a quart each.
On the effect of this depends the supposed guilt,
or innocence of the accused.    If it remains on his
stomach  he is  considered to  be  guilty of   the
alleged crime, and  he  consequently dies;   but,
if evomition takes place no evil consequence at-
tends it,   and  he  is  declared   to   be   innocent.
Where it fails to produce the  latter effect, the